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New York Theatre Veek 


The Grand Prize= Plymouth 1/26. Sheparo Traube presents new canedy by Ronald 
Alexander with June Lockhart, John Newland,Tom Poston,directed by TraubésesePlain and 
Fancy~Hellinger 1/27. Richard Kollmar and James Gardiner present new musical comedy 
by Joseph Stein & Will Glickman with music by Albert Hague and lyrics by arnold Hor- 
witte Morton Da Costa directed,cast includes Richard Derr, Barbara Cook,David Daniels, 
eesdlurder in the Cathedral= Chapel of the Incarnation-240 E 3l. Alan Reade directs 
cast headed by Jo ackwood in T.S. E liot play. Presented week-ends . 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


The Time of Your Life- City Center- 1/19.100% umanimous raves greeted the re- 
vival of William Saroyan's play, Though was sane difference of opinion on sce mem- 
bers of the large cast,which included Franchot Tone, Myron McCormick, Lenka Peterson, 
John Carradine,Harold Lang, there was general agreenent that the highly publicized 
appearance of Gloria Vanderbilt’in a two minute role was not long enough to judge 
her histronip abilities, Funke, Times, cheered the City Center for their valuable 
service in presenting play for all those who love and treasure the theatres Kerr, 
Herald Tribune,had reservations on Carradine's portrayal of Kit Carson and the fact 
that probably due to a quick rehearsal schedule the pieces did not quite blend right, 
vhapman, News agreed with his colleagues who found 1939 « ‘++ even more enchanting 
than when originally seen. The performances of the brillany c.st ate worth seeing and 
talking about, applauds Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, Watts,Post, tabs it as a kind 
of philosophical vaudeville show, an enchanting play, But he did fear tkat the rather 
fenoy first night audience was a tribute to Vande~bilt,not Saroyane 


Festival=Longacre 1/18. One outright pro, “cv so=so vote, and a set of cons gr- 
eeted the new Sam and Bella Spewack comedy abc. * the musical world. Hawkins ,WI&S,ad- 
mitted play is hardly historic,,but that the authors have provided an intricate,prof- 
essional and utterly expert entertaining eveuinge Betty Field,Paul Henreid and Luba 
Maline were okayed in leading roles, McClain, Journal American, found much of comedy 
hilarious but feared that triple excess of plot smothered the fune Con side headed 
by Funke,Times,who panned play as more labored than mirthful. Inventiveness gave way 
to intricate contrivance, Flemboyant,but mechanical goings on, canmerted Kerr, Her- 
ald Tribune, Same amusing situations and witty lines, but falls far short of its 
aims and his hopes, notes Chapmen,Newse Coleman,Mirrar,believes director Albert Marre 
tried to make it loud,not good. 


Starting at seoond night curtain end continuing through the week co-author 
Bella Spewack urged audiences to tell their friends “immediatly” how much they en- 
joyed comedy, She told audiense that show missed the boat with the critics, because 
they didn't have bubble baths, bumps or grinds or brothels on-stage. Reference was 
to current Lunatics and Lovers, but neither show nor critios nanes were stageds 
Though a closing notice had been posted, it was withdrawn and the show announced it 
will continues General news stories, plus many appearances on radio and TV shows we~s 
meade by co-author and cast, 


Un 
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' Off Broadway ' 


Equity Community Theatre opens its 
6th season Feb 11 at Dewitt Clinton H.S. 
with Misalliance. Other plays to be pro- 
duced at 5 city community centers are 
Joan of Lorraine, Men in White and High 


utton 


Leo Kergz and Hardy Williem Smith will 
present their "New Repertory Theatre" pro- 
grem at 48th St Theatre,no starting date 
set yeteeeBenjemin Rothman plans to pre- 
sent a permanent Anglo-Jewish Theatre at 
President TheatreeeeThe Banboo Cross will 
be next production o rlarée 


Shoestring will be 
sente residen 1 by 21 » ar old 
Ben hiahaescaiebanenae Only product tion of 
& Streetcer Named Desire will get Tenn- 
essee Williems’ personal supervision in 
the direction and castingeesFrancis Chan- 
ey, George Ebeling,William Woodson add- 
ed to cast of Three Sisters...Bob Cond on 
to write additional dialog for Nice to 
Visit revue,due at an Off Broadway house 
in Warch. Poetry a 
concert reading of Moby Dick feb 9,10.e. 
Canmunity Church of NY presents Cry, the 
Beloved Country for one performance Feb 6. 
Staged by Mary Morris. 


The Merchant of Venice is made note- 
worty,rates Geor, Variety, for Clarence 
Derwent's "Shylock" and Whitford Kane's 
Gobbo", For the most part the rest of the 
cast of Club Theatre production rely on 
self-conscious externalities. 


Vaudeville 


New Palace stage show features Jay 
Marshall, Bela Kremo, Sis & Sonny Arthur, 
Rima Rudina,Tony Milo,LaFlotte Duo 
Thelma Carpenter. Picture is “Six bridges 
to Cross." 


ae 

Futures ' 

Grand Prize Plymouth Jan 26 
Plain & Fane: Hellinger Jan 27 
Murder in vata v.ap of Ino Jan 28 


Thieves Carnival Cherry Lane Feb 1 
Wisteria Trees City Center Feb 2 
Souths: Cormer Holiday Feb $ 
Se Morosco Feb 7 
De -s Light En. ANTA Feb 9 


De srate Hours Barrymore Feb 10 
is Greener Downtom Ne Feb 16 
yward Saint Feb 17 
Pambo Cross Blackfrairs Feb 21 
Shoestring Revue President Feb 21 
Silk Stockings Imperial Feb 24 
Bus Stop Mar 2 
Three for Tonight Music Box Mar 20 


Ankles Aweigh Hellinger Apr 14 
Finian's Rainbow City Center 4pril 20 
Demn Yankee 46th St May 5 


Theatre Book Comments ' 


"Gertrude Lawrence as Mrs A” by Ric- 
hard Aldrioh was highly recommended by 
Nichols, Times, and Hutchens,Herald Tri- 
bune as an enjoyable intimate biography 
of the star. Torner notes her producer- 
husband has reve _sded a delightful record 
of marric ge o leasantly nomal as to 
seem for the most part phenomenal, While 
Herald Tribune book columnist, feels 
book who and Gertrude Law- 
and why the lights were dim- 
mec _. adway the night she died in 
194 


' "C.D." NEW SERVICE $25 year 
Chater Subscriptions Invited 


"CD" new expanded service which will in- 
clute critic and ticket data on NY and 

out of town shows, plus the new printed 
weekly newsletter with photos and ske tches 
will start in a few weeks. 

Present subscribers to $10 year service 
who subscribe to expanded service at $25 
year rate before publication will receive 
& spring binder FREE to hold oopies C.D. 


$25 attached 
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Green Roam Department 


3 KEYS TO LEGITeeeThree ways to get into show business were outlined by McClain, 
Journal smerican, First is to cane to NY with about $1000, take a room in « 
good hotel, plan to make scenes at Sardi's,El Morocco,and get slugged. This 
should end in a neat headline,plus picture in the p:pers. The second is to 

study dramatic art in school,work summers as stage ~* 4 in stock companies, 
cme to NY, study some more,and take whatever small .“'s are offerede The 

third is to stay home and live happily ever after, 


COLUMN TIPS..eNew Shubert Alley feud is between (° “ord Odets and Menasha Skulnik, 


The Flowering Peach, hears WinchelleeeANT iwen its ble ssing to John Myers 
Foundation which plans to give free plas* 2ry to actors, reports Walker, 


MUSIC IN THEATRE...Geoffrey Holder's voodoo ¢ «we and his steel band are the high- 
lights of House of Flowers,applauds mix critic Affelder, Bagles They not only 
form the climax of the plot, but are t standouts in a show with very little 
else to make it distinctive, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS e,eBroadway producers shy away fran produging William Saroyan plays, 
Calta,Times,understends,because ustally seeks producer's share of profits 
in addition to his om as playwrighteeeChapman,News, cordially invites Jennifer 


Jones to gome back to Broadway any time, She was Very attractive in Portrait of 
a Lady. 


DRAMA MAIL BOXeeeIn reply to complaint filed by playwrights Arthur Miller and Tenn- 
essee Williams, oritio Eric Bentley explained to McCord, Herald Tribune, that 
he merely asks in his book,"The Dramatic Event" ,who is more responsible for 
show,author or directoree Music should accompany,not canpete with show, remarks 
Times reader annoyed at too-loud orchestras 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeeeThe reason Pajama Geme,which was budgeted as $250,000,was brou; 
in for $175,000 is because co-producers Griffith and Prince knew how,as fomer 
stage managers to save a dollar here and t here, Coleman,Mirror,learned. On 


opening night they were backstage working as stage managers. Now they are pre- 
paring Demn Yankee, 


Pros &Cons by TIC ? 


The Time of Your Life is a large size, .ostival has one tiny,*uuny scene 


perfect rendition of Willfem Saroyan's best iv which the Chinese house-boy takes to 
play. Huge cast works well together, and t' 1. hills when 4 single unkind word is 
unlike most all-star productions, seems sid to hime At least one member of the 
to have fun while doing ite Except for $$ cudience felt like following Wonge Com- 
fact that microphones once again are tum- edy is an unfunny attempt at satire on 
ed too high,every department of product- the concert music field,hardly a new 

jon wins an "A." Though there is slight subject. The courage of the author Bella 
chance of moving this company downtown Spewack in making her curtain speech 


for a run, there might be a way of hnold- nightly is realized,but the lady should 
ing show for one or two weeks after City realize that her play is clean,but un 
Center's Wisteria Trees, At any rate those funny, Tender Trap, the last tenant at 
who miss this production are missing one the Longacre,was & classic in comparison. 
of the finest theatre treats of the season. 


‘ 


First price slash in NY theatre ticket prices in years made by The Rainmaker, ' 
Usual practice when business slows is to try two-for-one tipkets. Producer Bthel Lin’ 
der Reiner explained in display ade that show cut prices when still a success because 
size of Cort Theatre allows her to cut prices and still make moneys New top price is 


oe $3.46, in comparison to $6.75. There are aleo 281 seats for each perfomance at 
1,15. 


Pla ys 


The Solid Gold Cadillac will close Feb 2 at Music Box after run of 528 perform- 
CO8eeesouthwest Corner opens Feb 3 at in Samarkand will open the 
week of Feb 7 at Morosco...Festival,which had sluvu a closing notice,has decided to 
make a try for a run( see Green Roam Story on 3 ewack ourtain speeches.)..eEthel Lin- 


der Reiner will present Candide musical by Lillian Hellman,Leonard Bernstein and John 
Latouches 


Players 


Tallulah Bankhead returned to Dear Charles after missing 3 perfomanoces, which 
MoCord,Herald Tribune blemes on eye infection incurred when star soraped her eye on 


corner of a box of KleenexeesPaul Henreid,Festival, to direct The JourneyesesGeorge 
Jessel will appear in a one man show at Playhouse in September entitied Feoital Com- 


iquéeesEli Wallach replaces David Wayne in Teahouse of August Moon Feb 12, John For 
sythe will remain in cast...Planned arbitration of a pay Somand by Saint Joan cast 
members against Robert Whitehead dropped, 


Theatre Record Notes 


Plain gnd Fancy original cast album will be made by Capitol...The Flowering 
Peach background music will be recorded by M@f Records» 


Theatre TV Motes 


Canadian Players will present scene from Hamlet on Jan 30 CBS TV Onnibusese 
Mex Gordon will be guest-producer of NBC TV The Wanen Feb 7, cast includes Shelley 
Winters ,Paujette Goddard, Ruth Hussey, Mary Astor and Mary Boland...NBC TV will pre- 
snet a 2 hour color TV production of Peter Pan with current Broadway cast, one week 
show closes on Broadway.eeFrancis L Sullivan, Witness for Prof#scution , and Peter 
Lorre will make TV film series in NYC entitled “The cetter and the Holder.” 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Solid Gold Cadillac"published by Random House, "The Pajema Game” published 
by Rendan House, "the Tender Trap" published by Randan House..."Poetic Drama of Paul 
Claudel" by Joseph Chiari published by P J Lenedy & Sonse 
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